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During the music before the service let us join in a time of prayer and meditation as we prepare our hearts for 

worship. 

Please stand as you are able where marked*** 

Greetings and Announcements 

Prelude 

***The Confession and Absolution 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen. 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins God who 

is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(A time of silent reflection and self-examination.) 

Pastor:  Most merciful God.   

People:  We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

Pastor:  Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all your sins.  

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare unto you the entire forgiveness 

of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God. 

***Opening Hymn:                            In The Cross Of Christ I Glory         Hymn #64 

In the Cross of Christ I glory, Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 

All the light of sacred story Gathers round its head sublime. 

When woes of life o’er-take me, Hopes deceive and fears annoy, 

Never shall the Cross forsake me; Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

When the sun of bliss is beaming Light and love upon my way, 

From the Cross the radiance streaming Adds more lustre to the day. 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, By the Cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, Joys that through all time abide. 
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Fifth Sunday in Lent 

April 6, 2025 



***Psalm:     Psalm 126 (read responsively) 

Liturgist:  1 When the Lord brought back the captives to Zion, 

People: we were like men who dreamed. 

Liturgist:  2 Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy. 

People: Then it was said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.” 

Liturgist:  3 The Lord has done great things for us, 

People: and we are filled with joy. 

Liturgist:  4 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 

People: like streams in the Negev. 

Liturgist:  5 Those who sow in tears 

People: will reap with songs of joy. 

Liturgist:  6 He who goes out weeping, carrying seed to sow, 

People: will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with him. 

***The Gloria Patri: (sung) Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was in 

the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

***The Kyrie: (responses are sung) 

Liturgist:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

People:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Liturgist:  Christ, have mercy upon us. 

People:  Christ, have mercy upon us.          

Liturgist:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

People:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Liturgist:  Glory be to God on high!  

***Gloria in Excelsis: (sung) And on earth peace, goodwill toward men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we 

worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the 

Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that 

takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our 

prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only 

art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

***Collect: 

Liturgist:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And with thy spirit. 

Liturgist:  Let us pray. 

People: We beseech thee, Almighty God, mercifully to look upon thy people, that by thy great goodness 

they may be governed and preserved evermore, both in body and soul; through thy Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
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The Scripture Lessons: 

First Reading: Isaiah 43:16-21 
16 This is what the LORD says—he who made a way through the sea, a path through the 

mighty waters, 
                17 who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together, and they 

lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: 
                18 “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 
                19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a 

way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. 
                20 The wild animals honor me, the jackals and the owls, because I provide water in the 

wilderness and streams in the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen, 
                21 the people I formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise. 

Liturgist:  This is the word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God.                                                                         

Epistle Lesson: Philippians 3:8-14 
8 What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that 

I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from 

the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the 

basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and 

participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the 

resurrection from the dead. 
12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on 

to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider 

myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 

toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 

heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
Liturgist: This is the word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God 

 

***The Lenten Sentence: (sung) Christ hath humbled himself, and become obedient unto death: even the 

death of the Cross. 

 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts and hear the Holy Gospel as it is recorded in the twentieth chapter of Saint Luke, 

beginning with the ninth verse. 

***People (sung) Glory be to thee, O Lord                

Gospel Lesson: Luke 20:9-20 
9 He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented it to some 

farmers and went away for a long time. 10 At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants so they 

would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away 

empty-handed. 11 He sent another servant, but that one also they beat and treated shamefully and 

sent away empty-handed. 12 He sent still a third, and they wounded him and threw him out. 
13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my son, whom I 

love; perhaps they will respect him.’ 
14 “But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. ‘This is the heir,’ they said. 

‘Let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 15 So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed 

him. “What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and kill those 

tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When the people heard this, they said, “God forbid!” 
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17 Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is the meaning of that which is 

written: “‘The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone’? 
18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will 

be crushed. 
19 The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him immediately, 

because they knew he had spoken this parable against them. But they were afraid of the people. 
20 Keeping a close watch on him, they sent spies, who pretended to be sincere. They hoped 

to catch Jesus in something he said, so that they might hand him over to the power and authority 

of the governor. 
Pastor:  This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
***People: (sung) Praise be to thee, O Christ                  

Children’s Sermon:                                                                                                        Vicar Chris Clarke 
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Pulpit Hymn:                                         Go To Dark Gethsemane                                             Hymn #78 

Go to dark Gethsemane, Ye that feel the tempter’s power; 

Your Redeemer’s conflict see, Watch with him one bitter hour; 

Turn not from his griefs away, Learn of Jesus Christ to pray. 

Follow to the judgment-hall, View the Lord of life arraigned; 

O the worm-wood and the gall! O the pangs his soul sustained! 

Shun not suffering, shame, or loss; Learn of him to bear the cross. 

Calvary’s mournful mountain climb; There, adoring at his feet, 

Mark, that miracle of time, God’s own Sacrifice complete; 

‘It is finished,’ hear him cry; Learn of Jesus Christ to die. 

Early hasten to the tomb, Where they laid his breathless clay; 

All is solitude and gloom; Who hath taken him away? 

Christ is risen!—He meets our eyes; Saviour, teach us so to rise. 
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Sermon:                                                                                                                       Pastor Joe Christina 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Sermon Response: (sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit within me.  Cast me 

not away from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation and 

uphold me with thy free spirit.                                        

Passing of the Peace                                                                             

***The Nicene Creed: 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible; 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God 

of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by 

whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate 

by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 

He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge both the 

quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver 

of Life, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped   

and glorified; who spake by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church; I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 

***The General Prayer: (after each petition) 

Vicar:  Lord in your mercy. 

People:  Hear our prayer. 

***The Prayer Response: (sung) 

 Hear our prayer, O Lord.  Hear our prayer, O Lord. Incline thine ear to us and grant us thy peace. Amen. 

***The Preface: (responses are sung) 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with thy spirit. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 

People: It is meet and right so to do.      
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***Proper Preface: 

Pastor: It is truly meet, right, and salutary, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee,  

O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God: And now do we praise thee, that thou didst send unto us thine 

only-begotten Son, and that in him, being found in fashion as a man, thou didst reveal the fullness of thy glory. 

Therefore, with Angels, and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious 

Name; evermore praising thee, and saying:                               

***The Sanctus: (sung) 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; Heaven and earth are full of thy glory; Hosanna in the highest. Blesséd is 

he that cometh in the Name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.  

***The Consecration:  

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the night in which he was betrayed, took bread; and, when he had given thanks, 

he brake it and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you; this do in 

remembrance of me.” 

After the same manner also, he took the cup, when he had supped and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, saying, “Drink ye all of it; this cup is the New Testament in my blood, which is shed for you, and for many, 

for the remission of sins; this do, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

***The Eucharistic Prayer:  

Pastor: Remembering, therefore, his salutary precept, his life-giving Passion and Death, his glorious Resurrection 

and Ascension and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to thee, O Lord God Almighty, not as we 

ought, but as we are able; and we beseech thee mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving, and with thy 

Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, thy servants, and these thine own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who 

partake thereof may be filled with heavenly benediction and grace, and, receiving the remission of sins, be 

sanctified in soul and body, and have our portion with all thy saints. And unto thee, O God, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, be all honor and glory in thy holy Church, now and forever. Amen. 

***The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

***The Agnus Dei: (sung) 

O Christ, thou Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, thou Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, thou Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. Amen. 

The Communion (If you are baptized, believe in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, have honestly confessed 

your sins, and believe that under the bread and wine Christ gives us his true body and blood, you are welcome to 

come to communion.)                                                                           

***Post Communion Blessing: 

Pastor: The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ and His precious Blood strengthen and preserve you unto eternal life. 

People: Nunc Dimittis (Simeon’s Prayer): (sung) Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to 

thy word; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation which thou has prepared before the face of all people; a light to 

lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

Pastor: O give thanks to the Lord for He is good. 

People: (sung) And His mercy endureth forever.  
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***Closing Prayer: (responses are sung) 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to thee, Almighty God, that thou hast refreshed us with this thy salutary gift; 

and we beseech thee, of thy mercy, to strengthen us through the same gift, in faith toward thee and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, thy dear Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  

People: Amen. 

Pastor: The Peace of the Lord be with you. 

People: And with thy spirit.  

Pastor: Bless we the Lord.                                              

People: Thanks be to God.                                              

***The Benediction: 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

People: (sung) The threefold Amen 

A-men, A-men, A----men.     
 

***Closing Hymn:                        Come To Calvary’s Holy Mountain                             Hymn #82 

Come to Calvary’s holy mountain, Sinners, ruined by the fall; 

Here a pure and healing fountain Flows to you, to me, to all; 

In a full perpetual tide, Opened when our Saviour died. 

Come in poverty and meanness, Come defiled, without, within; 

From infection and uncleanness, From the leprosy of sin, 

Wash your robes and make them white; Ye shall walk with God in light. 

Come in sorrow and contrition, Wounded, impotent, and blind; 

Here the guilty, free remission, Here the troubled, peace may find; 

Health this fountain will restore; He that drinks shall thirst no more. 

He that drinks shall live forever; ‘Tis a soul-renewing flood; 

God is faithful; God will never Break his covenant of blood, 

Signed when our Redeemer died, Sealed when he was glorified. 

***The Postlude      
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Prayers and Praises: 

For our church leaders:  

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Dr. Carey G. Larson 

Assistant Presiding Pastor: Rev. Roger Twito 

AALC Administrator: Rev. Dean Stoner 

Secretary Pastor:  Rev. Joe Marsh 

Home Mission Developer:  Rev. Joe Christina 

National Office Manager:  Bonnie Ohlrich 

Seminary President:  Rev. Dr. Jordan Cooper 

Seminary Administrator:  Duane Kleven  

Robin Nicholson   Hope Johnston              Dorothy Foster    Matt Ruppalt              

Rebecca Robinson             Bill Trall              Harvey Jester     Justin Serene 

Fred Carlson       Bob Petersen   Norita Shipley     Sue Clarke              

Cam Swanson                         Debbie Stapf                         Chris German     Danny Beall      

Ben Flynn              Audrey Stapf              Pastor Irvin Stapf    Paul Beall 

For those that have suffered loss, due to hurricanes, fires, and other natural disasters 

For the President and the leaders of our nation 

For those in the armed Services: Grace Gorevin, Zach Gorevin, Christopher Clarke, 

Bethany Hueter, Cameron Donk, Ethan Stone, Wendy Ahern, Kris Johnson 

For our Seminary Students: Chris Clarke, Kris Johnson 

For a Region congregation: Our Savior Lutheran Church, Piqua, OH 

For our missionary work:  Blanket Ministry 

For those being persecuted for their faith in Christ 

For the congregations of our Germantown/Clarksburg/Damascus community: Iglesia Bautisia International Church 

For the congregations of the American Association of Lutheran Churches 

For our college students:  Maddie Day, Joseph Flesch, Jude Stapf, Paul Stapf 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Men’s Bible Study: Tuesday: 1:30 PM at Joe’s home. 

• Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday: 10 AM at Carolyn’s home. 

• Adult Sunday School: 9:30 AM  

• Children’s Sunday School: 9:30 AM 

• You may continue to watch the Sunday services (10:30 AM) via Livestream on Facebook – Christ 

Lutheran Church AALC. The Bulletins for the services are on our website: 

christlutheranofgermantown.org. The video of every livestream is on our Facebook page. You can 

access the livestream by clicking the link at the bottom of the first page of our website or by visiting 

the Facebook page directly. Be sure to click on the ‘videos’ tab. 

• We are collecting food items for Damascus HELP during the month of April. Please place items by 

the water fountain.  

• There will be coffee, juice and snacks in the adult Sunday School room after the service today. 
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 SERMON NOTES: 
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